
  Meeting Summary 

  

Public Open House #2 

Mankato Avenue Reconstruct / 193804339 

Date/Time: February 25, 2020 / 4PM to 6PM 

Place: National Guard Armory – 1303 Homer Rd, Winona, MN 55987 

 

Overview 

MnDOT, the City of Winona, and Stantec hosted the second public input meeting to discuss the Mankato Avenue 
Reconstruct between Sarnia Street and just south of Highway 61 on February 25, 2020. The meeting was held from 4:00-
6:00 pm at the National Guard Armory with a formal presentation at 5:00pm. Approximately 90 people attended to review 
the final alternatives and participate in the meeting’s activities and discussion opportunities.   

Participants represented a mixture of Winona residents, property owners, employees of businesses adjacent to the 
corridor, local appointed or elected officials and other various stakeholders and interested parties.  

Meeting activities included: 
 A presentation from Dale Grove: The presentation provided an introduction of the project team, overview of the 

project, discussed the project schedule, summarized what was heard in the first public engagement events (pop-
up sessions, listening sessions, bike audit, walk audit, and first public input meeting), reviewed the corridor’s 
needs, presented the proposed concepts, provided a comparison to a case study in Golden, CO, explained how 
the preferred concept addresses existing issues, talked about how to provide input, and gave the project’s next 
steps.  

 Large layout drawings of the preferred roundabout concept: Post it notes and markers were provided for 
participants to markup layout drawings and give feedback on the corridor.  

 Informative boards displaying the following: typical sections, bike counts, pedestrian counts, community input 
completed, what we heard from the community, information about conflict points at various intersection types, 
and how the preferred roundabout concept addresses the community’s concerns 

 Scaled roundabout layout with match box cars: Used to explain how a roundabout functions 
 Vissim Model of Preferred Roundabout Concept: A video created using Vissim modeling software was playing 

throughout the open house showing a fly-over of vehicles traveling the proposed corridor. This video can be seen 
on the project website here (https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents) 

 Comment forms for individuals to express comments and/or ideas. Comment cards could be left at the meeting 
or tri-folded and mailed to the MnDOT project manager.  
 

Advertising  

The meeting was advertised through the following channels: 
 Email notification to all website subscribers and those who signed up to be notified at the first public input 

meeting 
 Project website notification 
 The Engagement Committee was encouraged to spread the word. The Engagement Committee is made up of 

local business owners, Chamber of Commerce, Winona Health, City Counsel, Winona Schools, First Student 
Bussing, City of Winona staff, and Senior Living representatives.  

 Display ad in the Winona Daily News on February 9 and 23, 2020 publications 
 Winona Post Press Release 
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Summary of Comments Received 

Thirty-four written comments were received from the public. Comments were left either in-person, emailed or mailed 
directly to the MnDOT Project Manager, or submitted via the project website. In general, written comments focused more 
on a specific area of concern while the public’s general reactions at the open house were positive. Those who entered the 
meeting with a neutral feeling generally left supporting the roundabout concept after being shown how it addresses the 
existing deficiencies. The primary areas of concerns and support are summarized below. 

 

Areas of Concerns 

 The roundabout at TH 61 and TH 43 due to commercial vehicle usage, high traffic volumes, and pedestrian 
crossing 

 In general, the roundabout concept accommodating commercial vehicles 
 Traffic interruptions during construction  
 Closing the left turn at Bruski Dr. 
 Trains crossing at Mankato Ave and backing up traffic 

 

Areas of Support 

 Roundabout at Sarnia Street and TH 43 
 Closing the left turn at Bruski Dr. 
 In general, support for how the roundabout concept keeps traffic flowing 

 

Supporting Documentation (Attached) 

 Comments Received and Project Team Responses 
 Open House Advertisements 
 Open House Pictures 

 

Supporting Documentation (Online) 

Website: https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents 

 PowerPoint Presentation  
 Layout of Roundabout Concept 
 Informative Boards Displayed at Meeting 
 Flyover Simulation Video 

 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

Kevin Hoglund, PE 
Principal 

Phone: (612) 712-2061 

Kevin.Hoglund@stantec.com 

Attachment: Supporting Documentation  

cc. Chad Hanson, MnDOT Project Manager 

Mike Dougherty, MnDOT Director of Public Engagement and Communications 

Brian DeFrang, City Engineer 



   

  

Mankato Avenue (TH 43) Reconstruction Project 

Comment List from February to April 2020 Engagement Period   

 
Received at the February 25, 2020 Community Open House 

 

Date Comment 

2/25/2020 Make a new bike path from SW corner of 43/61 roundabout to near new cross walk directly to Lake 
Blvd. 

2/25/2020 Separate Project - Add in a climbing lane for trucks going south bound 43 towards I-90. 

2/25/2020 Love the plan. I'm excited our growing family will have a safer road system. 

2/25/2020 Looks great - do it! 

2/25/2020 I request that you reconsider closing off our left turn access into Bruski Dr going west on Mankato 
Ave. Convenient access is detrimental to our business. Without it people will go to a more 
convenient store for their gas. There would be room for a left turn only lane onto Bruski. Please 
grant this request. We cannot afford to lose any business at this location. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

2/25/2020 After seeing the plan and listening to the presentation I agree this is the way to go and I know the 
elderly will be the ones that have issues with it, but they will eventually learn how to navigate a 
roundabout. 

2/25/2020 I like traffic circles; I think they're efficient & better most of the time. It always seems that you 
execute them badly. The idea on entering, I suppose, is to slow traffic but really just prevents a 
smooth entrance. 

61 N/Hwy 43: why not have that dedicated rt turn lane a 2 lane Hwy 43/Mankato Ave? Same for 
US 61 S/Hwy 43 circle. Both would be much more efficient for the right turning traffic. Straight 
through US 61 traffic is jammed up a little because of entrance angles. Hwy 43 both ways enter 2 
lanes & exit 1 lane. Doesn’t make sense to me. Riverbend to Mankato North is one lane, should be 
2 w/ rt turn. Mankato south has 2 lanes in & out so why not do that northbound? Single lane 
Mankato north makes no sense! 

Frontenac: Mankato North dedicated rt turn good! But single lane again & rt turn from Frontenac 
onto Mankato is constrained because of only 1 lane. 

Sarnia/Mankato: Mankato North entrance chicane will get a lot of lane encroachment from trucks 
off tracking. Especially ones continuing on Mankato. Mankato south should have dedicated rt turn 
onto Sarnia. Sarnia onto Mankato north same (dedicated rt turn) & it should be 2 lanes (Mankato 
South). Hwy 43 S/61 circle dedicated rt turn is very sharp. Why not make it more gradual? you 
have the space. 

2/25/2020 Great concept & will work very well once people get use to the change. Will move traffic thru area 
much smoother and actually faster. Works by Excl at Cannon Falls. 
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2/25/2020 Mankato Ave/Hwy 43 is a major transportation route into & thru Winona to WI. Reconstruction will 
cause major traffic concerns. Therefore, the previously considered Louisa St. entrance off Hwy 61 
should probably be completed before the Mankato project!! A roundabout at Hwy 61 seems a poor 
idea. A better idea may be to add dedicated right turn lanes opposite the 2 that already exist at 
Kwik Trip and Dairy Queen. It appears that little consideration has been considered for the trucking 
industry in the current plan. 

2/25/2020 I like the traffic circle @ Sarnia St and I see the need to prohibit left turns from Bruski Drive. I do 
believe left turns should be allowed for S/B traffic on Mankato onto Bruski Drive. That would take 
traffic away from the Hwy 61/Hwy 43 intersection. It would also lower the number of left turns into 
Mills Fleet Farm form S/B traffic on 61. There is already sight distance problem for traffic leaving 
MFF's parking lot looking left because of the bridge over Burn Valley Creek. There may need to be 
a traffic circle there instead. Finally are you proposing to lower the 55 mph speed limit to 
accommodate the traffic circle at 61/43? 

2/25/2020 Thank you for recently speaking to citizens of Winona concerning the proposed roundabouts on 
Mankato Ave., Winona, Minnesota. 

Concerns: 

1. I am not convinced that placing a roundabout at the intersection of two highways (Hwy 43 & Hwy 
61) is the best way to move traffic through the intersection with the number of 53' tractor trailer 
trucks that pass through the intersection every day. This is real concern, if the trucks are so 
large that they will likely straddle both roundabout lanes in order to make the turns in the 
roundabout effectively. This action will likely slow down other motorists traveling in one lane or 
the other in the roundabout--due to the trucks trying to travel in the roundabout to find truck's 
exit. What would it take to get the  Louise Street project up for consideration as a means to 
relieve congestion on Mankato Avenue and move tractor-trailer trucks in an efficient manner 
through Winona? What funding sources are available to get the Louisa Street project up for 
consideration? 

2. With the closing off of Park Avenue (nearest the Dairy Queen) to the Mankato Avenue 
Northbound motorists, it will likely increase the Northbound congestion at the Riverbend Road 
roundabout for those that need to exit at Riverbend Road to get to the Winona Health Clinic. 
The clinic entrance road from Riverbend Road on the left has been narrowed due to parking, 
etc. Also, the Winona Health Clinic Pharmacy Drive-up is located on this narrow clinic entrance 
road. Citizens need to get to the clinic and the pharmacy regularly. Traffic that needs to get to 
the pharmacy drive-up must cross the opposing driver's lane in order to get to the Drive-up and 
then again when leaving the drive-up. Increased traffic on Mankato Avenue and in the narrow 
Winona Health Clinic road will likely result in increased accidents. To decrease the potential for 
accidents on Mankato Avenue but to increase the potential for accidents on the Winona Health 
Clinic entrance road/parking lot is no answer. For a north bound motorist to go through the 
Riverbend Road roundabout and then go southbound to Park Avenue (nearest the Dairy 
Queen) to arrive at the main entrance of the Winona Health Clinic is time consuming and 
impractical. Is it absolutely necessary to close the Park Avenue Road (nearest the Dairy 
Queen)? What other practical alternatives are available to try to alleviate the congestion on 
Mankato Avenue? Also, what other  practical alternatives are available to prevent  potential 
accidents at the Winona Health Clinic entrance road (and Pharmacy) just off the proposed 
Riverbend Road roundabout? Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Thank you in advance. 
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Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thank you for providing your detailed comments in regard to the proposed roundabouts along 
Mankato Ave. in Winona. We truly appreciate the feedback from members of the community like 
you that know this corridor very well. We will discuss them at the next Design Team meeting with 
the project team. 

I can provide you feedback in regards to your primary concerns: 

Yes, we do understand that the Highway 43/Highway 61 intersection has a higher number of 
trucks, especially during certain times of the day. The traffic models do account for this and the 
effect that they have on other traffic within the roundabout. It does affect the capacity somewhat, 
since they do typically straddle both lanes to keep other vehicles from conflicting with them when 
navigating the roundabout. However, we have designed the roundabouts to accommodate truck 
turning and are confident that the roundabout will function better than a traffic signal at this 
intersection. Also, the roundabout has the added benefit that allows trucks to "keep rolling" as they 
approach the roundabout and slowly merge into the roundabout rather than having to come to a 
complete stop at a red signal and then start again. 

In regards to a Louisa Street project, that is a city street and would need to be brought up to the 
city. As you are aware, that has been discussed numerous times in the past, but was never carried 
forward for various reasons. The city would have to prioritize funding for that against other 
improvements that they are funding in the future. There are other factors that would also need to 
be considered, including property impacts and safety issues with a new intersection on Highway 
61. 

We have accounted for the median closure at Parks Avenue in our traffic analysis. The 
Parks/Bruski has been noted as one of the most dangerous locations along this corridor due to 
people trying to cross and take left turns from the side street. We did verify this based on crash 
data for this location. The close distance between that intersection and Highway 61 increases the 
safety issues and effects it has on traffic operations. There has been a strong voice from the 
community to construct a median across the intersection to improve safety here, which is what the 
current layout shows. 

We acknowledge that there will be a little more inconvenience at first, but roundabouts provide the 
benefit of allowing a much easier U-turn maneuver, which is another reason they are superior here 
to traffic signals. The project team feels that more people will make the U-turn at Riverbend if they 
need to access the south part of Winona Health rather than driving through the parking lot, as 
opposed to a traffic signal where more people would likely take a left turn into the lot and then drive 
through the lot to the south. 

We have tried to shift the roundabout at Riverbend further away from the Winona Health campus 
to maximize the distance from the crossing traffic within their lot. That is why the roundabout at 
Riverbend is shifted further to the east than the other roundabouts along the corridor. Traffic will be 
entering and exiting the roundabout at slow speeds, which should provide more reaction time for 
vehicles turning into the lot. We will make sure to discuss circulation into and out of the Winona 
Health lot at our next Design Team meeting to make sure we are doing everything we can to make 
it as safe as possible. 

Thanks again for your comments. We will discuss yours along with others received to make sure 
we are considering all feedback as we finalize the design for this project. 

2/25/2020 I don't think roundabouts on Mankato Ave are a good idea, especially at Mankato Ave and Hwy 61. 
Resurface the street, synchronize the lights and keep it 4 lanes. 

2/25/2020 It is crazy to build four roundabouts in 1 mile stretch. It is anti-business and anti-capital. 
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For the last 50 years, we asked for an overpass on Mankato ave - the train will block traffic when 
crossing on Mankato is stopped. 

Why should Kwik Trip on 43 Hwy have to build a new one - because you cannot design an 
entrance/exit to the business now? You don't live in the real world - I suggest a roundabout at 
Sarnia/Mankato intersection. 

2/25/2020 Please do not put traffic circles on Mankato Avenue in Winona. I think it would be dangerous for 
people walking from the hospital side to target side. Just need road fixed. 

2/25/2020 No traffic circles! Just repave and synchronize the lights. 

 

 

Received via Email 

 

Date Comment 

2/25/2020 Hello Mr. Hanson-Perhaps it's premature, but I was hoping to see the mapping documents 
showing automobile traffic counts and the general layout of the four traffic circles. on the 
Mankatoavereconstruction website.  Perhaps that will be uploaded in the near future? Going 
from my memory, I think the traffic count I saw documented at the Highway 14/61 & MN 43 
intersection suggests that the planned traffic circle there will not be able to handle vehicular 
traffic during the local work rush hour (6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m to 6 p.m).  In addition there 
may be times on weekends (Winona Steamboat Days for certain!) that the intersection will be 
over capacity.  It was suggested to me that this intersection would be THE if not one of the 
busiest traffic circle intersections in Minnesota.  That is a failure waiting to happen in my humble 
opinion.  The extension of the sidewalk on the west side of Mankato from Bruski Drive to cross 
the highway would be a good thing, but could be done with the existing structure of the 
intersection.  

For the record, I'm fully in favor of the traffic circle with Sarnia Street.  I'm neutral on the planned 
two middle traffic circles by Target and Walgreens.  I don't think the benefit is worth the cost; but 
maybe those are to alleviate possible heavy traffic resulting from the flow of traffic when the 
green lights at both the Target and the Walgreen intersections activate. 

In the meantime, here is a link to what was transported through our area last year (We 
apparently have a better river harbor than La Crosse, WI):  
https://www.winonapost.com/Article/ArticleID/64412/Giant-turbine-blades-coming-to-Winona-port   

 

Would the planned traffic circle on 61/14/43 be able to handle this situation?  Please contact me 
at your convenience to alleviate my concerns and to let me know when the mapping documents 
are online at the website.  Thank you very much. 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thanks for submitting your comments. The layout of the for roundabout corridor, which includes 
the projected AM/PM peak hour traffic volumes can now be found at the following link: 

https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents 

We have projected traffic, completed detailed traffic studies, and consulted with experts from 
other areas of the state and country. We have also reviewed numerous other corridors with 
similar traffic volumes. The Highway 61/43 intersection will no doubt be a busy roundabout at 



 
Page 5 of 11  

  

certain times of the day, but it will operate acceptably and will flow better than a traffic signal 
would (or currently does). It will also be significantly safer for vehicles, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists, since it will force traffic to slow down and reduce the potential for serious high-speed 
crashes like we are seeing there today. It is currently one of our highest crash intersections, 
which is typical for this type of intersection with a traffic signal. 

In regards to extremely large loads, such as wind turbine blades, we are designing the 
roundabout to accommodate them. We need to plan for these at most of our roundabouts, since 
they are becoming more and more common. We make special accommodations for them by 
allowing them to track over certain areas of the roundabout and making many of the signs 
removable so they can just be moved out of the way while these large loads go through. We do 
get notice in advance of these types of loads through our permits office, so we have ample time 
to prepare for them. 

If you have any additional questions feel free to contact me. Thanks for your interest in the 
project. 

Reply from 
Commenter

 

Thanks for your response Mr. Hanson.  I saw the website and it seems to have everything that 
was at the presentation except the auto traffic counts at the various intersections.  That's fine, I 
believe I saw a daily count of 22,000 vehicles at the 61/14/43 intersection.  It sounds like the 
study has been thoroughly researched and it may be best to have the experts handle it.  The 
benefits of the project should outweigh the detriments and we just need to believe that "change 
is good".  I hope that it all works for the best of the community.  We'll wait and see! 

2/26/2020 Chad and Michael, 

I was wondering if I could get a copy of the proposed design layout of this project?   

I talked to Chad about our issues with closing off the left turn access onto Bruski Drive last night.  
I think there could be a left turn only lane onto Bruski.  This would allow people to access our 
property along with others more easily and with traffic being slower due to the round a bout I 
wouldn’t think there would be much of a safety concern.  There appears to be plenty of room in 
the green space to make this happen. 

Also, I did not mention anything about closing off one of our access point on the property.  The 
access being proposed to be removed is a direct shot coming off our car wash.  It allows those 
coming out of the wash to easily and safely exit the property. 

Convenience and accessibility are detrimental to a convenience store.  People won’t drive 
across a busy intersection to but gas even if they can save a few cents.  There are studies 
through the National Association of Convenience stores that show this.   

I request that we keep our access and also a left turn only lane onto Bruski.  Please consider 
doing this. 

Thank you. 

2/26/2020 Hi Chad,   

Thank you for coming to Winona last night. I was able to stop in quickly but have more I'd like to 
share. Will the materials be posted on the website soon, with a way to submit comments? 

Thank you.  
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Reply from 
Project Team

 

Yes, we will place additional materials on the project website from last night's meeting. I will work 
on getting the materials posted within the next week or so. There is also a place on the website 
for you to submit comments directly and to sign up to an email list that will provide you project 
updates as they are released. 

https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/ 

Thanks for your interest in the project. 

Reply from 
Commenter

 

Thanks. I'll wait for the information to be posted so I can reference it. But my general thought is 
this...I support roundabouts for vehicular flow, but I do not believe rabs to be safe for 
pedestrians. Motorists will be impatient and disoriented and will not be looking for peds--
especially when exiting the rab.  

I suggest placing two large and well-marked crosswalks in between the rabs. One located about 
between Walgreens and the Senior Apartments, and a second located near the south end of the 
Target lot. The nice thing about that design is the messages for motorists are very clear: 1) keep 
moving in the roundabouts, and 2) always stop for pedestrians in the crosswalks.  I think this will 
achieve both better traffic flow and be safer. I can't imagine what a backup in a rab looks like 
when cars moving around are waiting for a ped. Could bring the whole thing to a screeching halt.  

Something like this would be AMAZING for connecting bikes and peds east and west across 
Mankato. When I look at that image, it seems to make very good sense to me. 
https://greenwaycollab.com/midblock-crosswalks-for-arterial-five-lane-roadways/   

Finally I think the ped safety issue precludes us from installing a large RAB at 43/61. Crosswalks 
at single lane rabs at city street speeds are dangerous enough for peds, but a 2 lane rab on a 
US Hwy? Not to mention they do not allow for safe crossing for visually impaired persons. With a 
major school and high-density affordable housing to the south and retail other amenities to the 
north, I think safe passage for bike/ped across 61 has to be a greater concern. 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

You may have seen it by now, but all of the materials from Wednesday night's meeting can now 
be found at: https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents 

You also can submit comments at that site. 

We are very cognizant of pedestrian and bicycle safety concerns along the corridor and consider 
them throughout the planning and design process for this project. In regards to pedestrian and 
bicyclist safety, the roundabouts provide the added safety benefit, since they force vehicles to 
slow down. Pedestrians and bicyclists currently have to cross roughly 6 lanes of traffic (including 
the turn lanes) at the Highway 61/43 intersection. This would increase to 7 lanes if a traffic signal 
were installed, since we would need to add an additional left turn lane on all approaches to 
improve the poor operations of the intersection. 

Highway 61 is obviously a very high-speed approach, which increases the risk for a high-speed 
collision, since history has shown that vehicles do not always obey traffic signals and we do see 
numerous vehicular collisions and also some vehicle/pedestrian collisions. In a roundabout, 
pedestrians/bicyclists only need to cross one or two lanes of traffic at a time and it is much 
slower speed traffic that they are crossing. Also, since they are only crossing one or two lanes 
they do not cause a significant delay since it is a very short crossing. 

We will discuss your comments at the next Design Team meeting to confirm that bicycle and 
pedestrian connections are kept at the forefront. Thanks for your comments and interest in the 
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project. It is always good to hear feedback from people like you that know this corridor on a 
regular basis. 

2/27/2020 My comments on the Winona Mankato Avenue reconstruction. 

I have no concerns with the proposed 3 round roundabouts on Sarnia Ave, Frontenac Drive Or 
Riverbend Dr. My concern is with the Highway 61 roundabout. I would prefer that the traffic lights 
remain at the highway 61 / 43 intersection.  I am biased and do like to use 2 lane roundabouts. 
Unless you are very familiar with the 2 lane roundabouts it is very easy to be in the wrong lane to 
exit the roundabout.  I am also concern with the amount of large truck traffic that will use this 
roundabout. The traffic approaching this roundabout will be going 55 MPH. Reduce the speed 
limit at least a quarter mile before this roundabout. Have plenty warning signs about the 
upcoming roundabout and identify the proper lane you need to be in before you get into the two 
lane roundabout. Be sure the design has adequate lighting to illuminate the roundabout at night 

I would strongly recommend that for this reconstruction you add a 5th roundabout at highway 43 
and Homer road intersection. 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thanks for your comments on the project. It is always good to hear from people like you that 
know this corridor on a regular basis. 

We share your concerns with the issues that you not at the Highway 61/43 roundabout. We have 
been working with statewide experts and have discussed this with other states. We will be 
implementing several things to address these issues: 

Provide overhead signing (and complementary pavement markings) on the two lane approaches 
to the roundabouts to make it very clear to drivers what lane they need to be in advance of the 
roundabouts. 

Introduce gentle curves on the Highway 61 approaches to force traffic to slow down in advance 
of the roundabouts and then tighten up the curves as vehicles get closer to the roundabouts to 
further slow them down before entering. This approach has worked well in other situations with 
high speed approaches to use the roadway geometry to slow traffic down in advance and 
improve their safety. 

Provide single lane exits where possible. Experience has shown that limiting the number of 
exiting lanes reduces the risk for crashes within roundabouts. If it is not clear to drivers if one or 
both lanes of approaching traffic is entering or continuing around the roundabout there is a 
higher risk for crashes. The NB and SB Highway 43 exits at the Highway 61 roundabout only 
need a single lane based on the traffic volumes, so this is expected to reduce the crash 
frequency at this multilane roundabout. 

Adequate lighting will be provided on the approaches and within the roundabout like you 
suggest. 

Again, thanks for your comments and interest in the project. We will discuss them at our next 
Design Team meeting along with other feedback that we have received. 

3/1/2020 I attended the meeting about the roundabouts on Mankato Avenue. I think the plan will speed 
traffic and smooth the flow, and will be easier for drivers to negotiate (after they get used to it, 
which will take a while...). Also the paths paralleling Mankato Ave. are great. 

However, getting across Mankato Ave and Hwy 61 looks scary, except for slow-traffic times. As 
your illustrations at the meeting showed, a lot of people cross Highway 61! Also, I think of kids 
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running from the new YMCA over to Target, seniors crossing to walk in the park, and motel 
overnighters crossing to Kwik Trip. 

Do medians really do the trick? I would appreciate learning if there are any studies that show this 
kind of plan is safe for pedestrians. I would appreciate hearing from you. 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thanks for attending the meeting the other night. It's always good to hear comments from people 
that know this road on a regular basis. 

Many people have shared similar concerns with crossing Mankato Avenue and Highway 61, 
both currently and in the future. Pedestrian and bicycle connections are equally as important to 
vehicle mobility and safety with this project. We agree with you that the parallel sidewalk and 
bike paths will be a big improvement for people walking and biking through the corridor. 

In regards to crossing, we have heard numerous complaints that the existing traffic signals are 
inadequate and the concerns with people having to cross so many lanes of traffic. In order to 
address the traffic issues that are occurring we would need to add additional turn lanes at many 
of the intersections if traffic signals were installed, which would further lengthen these crossings. 

The benefit that roundabouts provide, which we have seen elsewhere on similar projects, is that 
traffic will be traveling much slower through the intersections. The fastest that vehicles can travel 
through most of the roundabouts is about 15-20 mph and they also have to yield before entering 
them if other vehicles are in the roundabout. Pedestrians and bicyclists will be crossing traffic 
that is going much slower and they will also have much shorter crossings, having to cross only 
one or two lanes at a time. 

We will discuss your comments at our next Design Team meeting, to confirm that we are doing 
everything possible to address pedestrian and bicycle connections. We do feel that the medians 
will provide a big benefit by preventing left turns, which also reduces the number of 
vehicles/pedestrian and vehicle/vehicle conflicts. The medians will also shorten the crossing 
distances for pedestrians significantly. 

Again, thanks for your comments and interest in the project. If you have any other questions or 
would like to discuss, just let me know. 

3/3/2020 I understand the need to place a roundabout at Sarnia and Mankato as I have gotten caught 
there in late afternoon - at 4 am it is not as busy. 

The main question I have is what will happen at the Sarnia/Mankato roundabout when the train 
is blocking Mankato -- will there be a massive backup past the Sarnia roundabout and beyond?  
What is the plan for the railroad crossing -- shouldn't that be addressed before 4 roundabouts 
are put in place? 

I am not as sure about a roundabout at 61/43/Mankato -- there is a lot of traffic that goes through 
that intersection. 

Those are my concerns and questions 

Thank you 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thanks for your comments. We share your concerns with the Sarnia/Mankato intersection. One 
of the biggest concerns we have heard is the difficulty in taking left turns at the intersection, 
particularly for traffic heading east turning left to go north. The proposed roundabout will help out 
with that movement and the general operation of the intersection considerably. 
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In regards to the train backups, we have discussed this throughout the development of the 
project. We know that at times the train can block Mankato Avenue for upwards of 15 minutes, 
which can create some pretty lengthy backups. 

In order to address this issue we plan to construct one northbound (NB) lane on Mankato 
Avenue that will only be for left turns onto Sarnia. The right lane on NB Mankato Avenue will be 
only for through traffic and will be used to handle all of the traffic that backs up. This way the left 
lane will allow the roundabout to still remain open even while the train is blocking the tracks and 
the right lane will be for the traffic that is backed up from the train tracks. Traffic that is EB on 
Sarnia that can't take a left because of traffic backed up from the train can simply go around the 
roundabout and go back to a street that is not blocked. 

The city will also be installing advanced warning signs this summer to warn drivers of train 
backups on Mankato Avenue. The signs will be on NB Mankato Avenue south of Sarnia and on 
EB Sarnia in advance of Mankato. We realize these will not alleviate all of the issues with the 
train blockages, however providing advance notice will allow drivers warning and can provide 
some notice if they choose to use alternate routes. 

The roundabout at Highway 61/43 will undoubtedly be a busy roundabout during certain times of 
the day. It is clearly evident that the existing traffic signal is not providing acceptable traffic 
operations. There are also clearly safety issues for pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles, which 
we see from the high number of crashes and backups that occur there. 

We are confident that the proposed roundabout will provide a much safer design for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and vehicles and will be able to handle the volume of traffic that is expected there. 
Traffic will flow more smoothly through that then they would a traffic signal. We will continue to 
refine the design and consider all comments before finalizing the plan. 

Thanks again for your feedback. We appreciate the feedback from those of you who know and 
use this corridor on a regular basis. 

3/5/2020 I watched the video and noticed traffic sitting longer than I would anticipate at the 61 
intersection.  Doesn't look like a constant flow.  I come through this intersection multiple times a 
day.  Traffic will get backed up in a hurry.  Semi traffic will make it even worse if they are actually 
forced to stop.  

What is being done about trains blocking traffic for 10+ minutes multiple times a day.  This could 
cause traffic to back up into the Sarnia roundabout. 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

Thanks for your comments.   The roundabout at Highway 61/43 will undoubtedly be a busy 
roundabout during certain times of the day. It is clearly evident that the existing traffic signal is 
not providing acceptable traffic operations. There are also clearly safety issues for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and vehicles, which we see from the high number of crashes and backups that occur 
there.  

We are confident that the proposed roundabout will provide a much safer design for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and vehicles and will be able to handle the volume of traffic that is expected there. 
Traffic will flow more smoothly through that then they would a traffic signal. 

One thing to note is that the simulation shown shows only a small portion of the peak hour traffic 
(i.e, busiest part of the day). At certain times there will be a certain number of cars queued up in 
advance of the roundabout, but it will be a moving queue of traffic. Also, even though there may 
be multiple vehicles stacked up, it is a moving line and not stopped for sometimes minutes at a 
time, which is what happens at the existing traffic signal (and would get worse in the future). This 
is another benefit for trucks, since they can slowly roll along and merge into the roundabout 
rather than having to stop and start like a traffic signal. On average during the peak hours, the 
roundabout shows that vehicles will experience less delay than they would at a traffic signal.  
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Another characteristic of roundabouts is that during non-peak hours, most of the day, there will 
be very little delay on all approaches. 

In regards to the train backups, we have discussed this throughout the development of the 
project. We know that at times the train can block Mankato Avenue for upwards of 15 minutes, 
which can create some pretty lengthy backups. 

In order to address this issue we plan to construct one northbound (NB) lane on Mankato 
Avenue that will only be for left turns onto Sarnia. The right lane on NB Mankato Avenue will be 
only for through traffic and will be used to handle all of the traffic that backs up. This way the left 
lane will allow the roundabout to still remain open even while the train is blocking the tracks and 
the right lane will be for the traffic that is backed up from the train tracks. Traffic that is EB on 
Sarnia that can't take a left because of traffic backed up from the train can simply go around the 
roundabout and go back to a street that is not blocked. 

The city will also be installing advanced warning signs this summer to warn drivers of train 
backups on Mankato Avenue. The signs will be on NB Mankato Avenue south of Sarnia and on 
EB Sarnia in advance of Mankato. We realize these will not alleviate all of the issues with the 
train blockages, however providing advance notice will allow drivers warning and can provide 
some notice if they choose to use alternate routes. 

Thanks again for your feedback. We appreciate the feedback from those of you who know and 
use this corridor on a regular basis. 

 

 

Received Online 

 

Date Comment 

2/18/2020 Hello! I saw a few folks share information on a February 25, 2020 Public Open House in Winona, 
but that information is not on this website. Can you confirm information on this Feb. 25 meeting? 

Reply from 
Project Team

 

I sincerely apologize for the delayed response to your online question regarding confirmation of the 
February 25th public input meeting date. The meeting was held on Tuesday. The material from the 
meeting has been added to the website for you to view. I have included a link below. 

 https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents 

 Thank you for your interest in this project. 

2/22/2020 keep the lights at 61 intersection 

2/24/2020 I think the roundabouts are a good idea, but I don’t know there needs to be 4. Maybe one at the 
intersection with Sarnia and one at the intersection with Hwy 61 

2/26/2020 Where are the products presented Feb 25th? 
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Reply from 
Project Team

 

The information from the February 25th has been added to the website under documents. Thank 
you for your interest in this project. 

https://www.mankatoavereconstruction.com/documents 

2/27/2020 What about a round about at 43 and Homer Rd? 

2/28/2020 Why a roundabout on highway 61? And isn’t 3 in a row a traffic slowdown? Why not an overpass 
on Mankato avenue for the trains instead of a roundabout at highway 61? 

3/3/2020 Another stupid idiotic idea of Winona. just like the Broadway plan. And then in a few years they will 
change it back 

3/5/2020 Of all the ideas I have seen MnDOT propose, the Mankato Ave. reconstruction proposal is one of 
the smarter and better ideas I am familiar with. Good job. 

3/5/2020 Hi Chad and Mike, 

3/15/2020 I will not be able to attend the April 15th meeting. I would want to make sure that you have Hwy. 61 
warning flashers and special signage for Hwy. 61 traffic that is approaching the roundabout so they 
can slow up and be ready for the roundabout. 

3/16/2020 Not a fan of all of the roundabouts especially the one at Hwy. 14-61 and Mankato Ave. We have 2 
roundabouts in town and 80 percent of the people don't know how to use them. 
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